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(1) 
A 
Kind Caution 

T 0 | 


Pꝛophane Swearers. 


V 4 Miniſter of the Church of England. 


* th. 


Othing can be more pier- 
cing to the Heart of a 
Chriſtian, than to hear the 
multitudes of Oaths and 
prophane Speeches which 
proceed ont of the Mouths of many People, 
without any ſenſe of the Evil they do, 
or fear of any thing muſt ſuffer 
for ſo doing. To hear the Great and 
Terrible Name of G O D polluted by Men, 
which is adored by Angels; and to con- 
lider how often that Sacred Name is pro- 
phaned in common Diſcourſe, which we 
are not worthy once to mention in our 
Prayers, is very horrible to all that 
have not loſt the ſenſe of a Sujream 
Being. To ſuch I therefore hcre apply 
my ſelf, in the Fear of God, and Faith- 
fulneſs of a Friend, beſeeching them to 
conſider, with the Reaſon that is common 
to Man, the few things I have to lay 
before them, with reference to their dan- 
gerous Caſe; for as yet, ſerious Con- 
ſiderat ion and Repentance may prevent 
the everlaſting Miſery that is coming 
upon them, 


1. In the firſt place, It muſt appear 
to all the Senſe of Mankind, the raiheſt 
and fooliſheſt thing in the World, to 
provoke the Wrath of an infinitely Pow- 
erful Being, and that meerly for the ſake 
of a few needleſs and unpertinent Words 
by which he is jultly provoked to cut 

ou off in a Moment, and to caſt you 
into reanedileſs Torment. This is what 
no Man dares do in Cafes of leſs Dan- 
ger. You dare not revile a Gureral at 
the Head of his Army ; no, nor rouze 
a ſleeping Lion when you are within 
the reach of his Paws. And is the Al- 
mizhty God the only contemptible Being 
in your Account, that may be provoked 
without Fear, and offended without Pu- 
niſhment ? Do you not read what he 
hath annexed to his Third Cem mandment? 
namely, That he will not hold him guilt- 
leſs that takith his Name in vain : that 
is, that he will certainly and terribly 
puniſh ſuch as prophane it. And you 
are cvery Minute in danger of this; tor 
God is a Righteous Jrdge, and will do as 

he hath ſaid, | 
2, A'd 
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2. And, in the next place, yout Baſeneſs 
and Ingratitude is as great as your Dan- 
ger: For tis a moſt ſenſeleſs thing to 
deſpiſe that Almighty Being which you 
at other times adore, Is it not a ridi- 
culous Folly to fall on your Knees to God 
one Hour, and to blaſpheme him the next ? 
One would not 1 _ 
be done by n one any 
or Conſideration. For it is perfectly hor- 
rible to the Reaſon of Man, that any 
one ſhould defic the God that made him, 
and in whoſe Hands his Breath is; and 
by whom he will be made infinitely hap- 
or unſpeakably miſerable, to all Eter- 


nity. 

3, Tha is uch an y of Sin as 
can only be match'd in _, all 
are deſperate, and without hope of Mercy. 
The damned Devils, and the Souls of 
Men in Hell, may be ſuppoſed to rave and 
blaſpheme in their Torment, becauſe they 


know that their CHa of Darkneſs are 


everlaſting, and can never be knocked off. 
But for the Man who ſwims in the Rivers 
of Gods Goodneſs, and is vilited with freſh 
Preirnts of his Love every Moment ; for 
um Favorite Crenmure to fer his Mouth a- 
ent the Hrnvem, and to blafpheme a 
1088, a petient, and bountiful God, is 
Oe ch of Sinwhich exceeds the blackneſs 
of Hell it (eff. 

4. And all this isdone againft with- 
ott ſo much as pleating any one of dur Senſes. 
N & a taſtelefs and a fruitleſs Sin. Ic brings 
no Pteaſure to the Palate, nor Gain to 
the Purſe. And it may even puzzle the 
prophatie Perſon bimſelf to tell us, for 
what it is he ſells his Soul? Indeed, he 
does not fell at all in this Cate: He pro- 
digalty gives away his Soul, without Re- 
pentance, to the Devil, and parts with a 
bleſſed Eternity for Noching. 

5. And it 8 further to be conſidered, 
That the Tongue of Man is his Gay, 
and humane Speech a fort of Miracle in 
Nature: And it is given to Wan, that 
he might glorifie God, who gave it tochim. 
And: will you, dare you, pervert" the uſe of 
fo Di ine a Gift ? Do but conſider how 
wonderful a 'thing 'the Speech of Man 
is, which. by the little different Motions 


of the Tongue and Lips does plainly 
and diſtinctiy pronounce Millions of 
Words: Nov, to abuſe ſuch an ex- 
cellent Faculty, is much worſe than to 
be wholly deprived of it; fo that the 
Blaſphemer is viler than the very Beaſts ; 
and the time may come when he ſhall 
with that he had been born as dumb as they ; 
or that his Lips had been perpetually 
cloſed, rather than to have opened them 
to. his own Confuſion and Condemne- 
tion. 

6. And 'tis a very unhappy. Circum- 
ſtance of their Sin, that the Rerwms uf 
it are frequent, Tho' it is of fo hor- 
rible a Nature, and of fuch infinite Gulli, 
yer it may be repcated many times it: 
a Minute; yea, we find ſome multiply- 
ing their Oachs in the fame Breath. In 
many other groß Sins. it carer be ſo: 
If a Man be overcome with Drink , 
where muſt de a conliderable ſpace of 
ime ere he can be ſo again; or if he 
be given to prophane the Sacred Day 


land 


of our Led, he cannot do it every Day. & * 


But the Prophane Swearer is ready for | 
anotherOath almaſt before the ſound of the 
firit is out of our Ears Yea, fore double 
and treble them in one Seutcnce, even ſo as 
to confound the Sence of hat they ſay by 
a horrible din of Blaſphemy. Ah 1 what a 
vaſt heap of theſe heinous Sins lie as emery 
common Swearers Door! "would be 
apt to fuk him almoft to defpair, if 
he could fee the whole Sum of them. 
And oh! what a ſeaned aud ſenſclp 
Conſcience has he that feels not this moun- 
tainous weight! 

7. Indeed, This outragiaus treatment 
of God's Haly Name ſeems to be one of the 
utmolt Ertorts of the Malice of Man againtt 
him, His Being is above their reach, and his 
Happineſs is unchangeable, and-carmor be 

cited. Bur his Nawpe may be prephaned 
or glorified by Men. Andaht wich What 
ſpite aud rancour do grophenc Neople treat 
it ! And therefore how juſt is that terrible 
Threat, (Deut. 28. 56.) If thou ſhalt aur 
fear this Glorious. aud ul Name, THE- 
LORD THY GOD, be will make 
thy Plagues wonderful, 


. For, 


8. For, Hereby you harden Infidel: 
ginſt the Chriſtian Religion. It cannot be 
- expected that ſhould honour your God, 
: when you your ſelves deſpiſe him ; or that 
u ſhould embrace your Religion, when 
jou you ſelves trample it under your Feet. 
| Yea, (with Gricf, and Shame, and Horror 

de it ſpoken, ) tis by reaſon. of ſuch ſcan- 
lileus Impierics as theſe, that our Holy Re- 
ligion (the bett and purelt in it ſelf) is be- 
come contemptible among!t the Heathen, 
and that the ble ſſed Name of the Loyd Jeſus 
cCbriſt, and his Doctrine, are deſpiſed. But 
| wo unto them by whom theſe Offences came ; 
' ſuch as never herd the Name of Chri# will 
fre better in the laſt Judgment than ſuch 
s know it, and blaſpheme it. 
9. Yea, God himſelf teſtifies. that his 
| Name is great among the Heathen, Mal. 1 
11. And we find a Heathen ma- 
ling a Decree, That whajoever ſpake any 
thing amiſs of Almighty God, ſhould be cut 
in pieces, and his Houſe made a Dunghil, 
Dan. 3. 9. And it was the firſt Maxim 
of a Heathen Philoſopher, That the higheſt 
Veneration.be always paid to God: Which is 
indeed the fence wc 
or act other w iſe, is to confoun / the veryOr- 
der of Nature. And therefore we ſeldom 
find any mention of the Name of God in the 
Holy Scriptures, without ſome other word 
joined with it to ſtrike our Minds with 
Reverence: As, the Holy Name, the 
Bleſſed Name, the Glorious Name, the 
Great and terrible Name. And the Jem: 
and Turks have always treated it with pro- 
found Veneration. So that it mult be 


an inhumane ſenſeleſneſs and a diabolical 


Fury to contradict all Natural and Revealed 
Religion, and all the ſober Sentiments of 
Mankind, by polluting and praphaning it. 
10. And therefore, how light and diipro- 
portionable is that ſmall Puniſhment which 


our Laws have laid upon this horrible Crime! 


The ſcandaliz ing of a Noble Mm, yea, or 
the defaming of a Man of Buſineſs and 
Trade, is uſually puniſhed with the For fei- 
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k ind, and to think. 


ture of Hundred: of Pownd: : But the Great 
and terrible God is blaſphemed, and Peo- 
ple cry out of hard uſage when they pay but 
a few Shillings. for the monſtrous Offence, 
But this is a Clamour without Reaſon ; and 
happy will they be, who by this light Infli- 
ction are brought to a timely ſenſe of their 
Sin and Folly, and fo eſcape everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment, in thoſe unquenchable 


It is juſtly tormented in theſe Flames. 

11. * Ang as how is every Lo- 
ver of God, of Man, and of the Publick- 
Good, bound in Conſcience to oppoſe this 
vile and horrible Sin! to reprove it, to 
ſhame it, and in all fit Circumſtances to in- 
form the Magiſtrate of it, and to do their 
utmoſt to banifh it from Humane Society, 
For it breaks the bounds of all that is 
Sacred, Civil, or Decent ; and it is a moſt 
high Otfence againſt God, and an Affront 
to all that bear the Name of Chriſt, who 
are by ſolemn Yows obliged to reſent and 


Ic. 

12. For where this direful Sin prevails, 
how does it render that place a fort of Hell 
upon Earth. God is greatly honoured in 
the Regions above. His Angels bleſs him, 
perpetually, and the Saints above praiſe, 
love, admire, and adore him. Yea, theBirds 
ſeem, in their way, to ling farththe Praiſes 
of their Creator.: And the inanimate Crea- 
tnres obſerve the Laws of their Creation. 
But wicked Men and damned Devils blaſ- 
pheme the Name of the moſt High God, 
and do him diſhonour. But let me entreat 
all Perfons whatſoever, that have Reaſon 
and Sc]t-love, that they caſt not themſelves 
into this accurſed Herd of Blaſphemers ; 
leſt after a little Parrnerſhip with them in 
their Sin, they be for ever conjoined with 
them in their Puniſlunent. 


If thow be wiſe, thou ſhalt be wiſe far : 
ſelf ; but if thou ſcorne#t, thou alone 2 
bear, it, Prov. 9. 12. 
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